From The Desk of pastor Ed:

Dear Sisters and Christ,

Preparation. Exercise. Discipline. Lent.

As we prepare to enter the Lenten Season on

Ash Wednesday, February™,7 invite you to

begin reading the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew = 0*&(

S5-7.

The Sermon on the Mount, as it is known has also

been called the Disciples’ Handbook. Itis a
spiritual manual of discipline given by our Lord
Himself.
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"Families First'

Families’ First committee will
host awii Bowling Tournament
on Sunday, February 2ht 11:30
a.m. at church. Families of all
composition — including singles —
are welcome to attend this, our first
event of the year! Come and join
this new fellowship of our church

family.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF OMRO

High School Youth Group Schedule for Winter/Spring2010

On Sunday January 94 group of High School Students held a planningting with Leader Jill Stiller
and Pastor Ed. Our tentative plans, dates andmnegyplities are listed below:

DATE & ACTIVITY RESONSIBILITY
February 7 Souper Bowl Sunday brin@aa of bars and
Sr. Highs provide and serve et Mrs. Stiller know if
refreshments after worship you can by Sunday 1/31
February 21 Wii Bowling at rAoSH team, help
11:30a.m. at the church set up and take down

(sponsored by Families First Com.)

February 28, 30 Hour Famine cuse pledges, help
At church/Adult chaperones needed beald recycle box
March 12, Attend Italian Dinner #in reports on
Theater and Play tickets and details
April tba Attend Sat. Brewers Game Mrkgorts on tickets
Dates, and details
May 2 Plan Mission Trip after Jill Stiller, Pastor, SHs
Church at 11:30 a.m. Lunch and plan trip
June  Final Plans for Mission Jill, Pastor, adults, SHs
July 7-9 Mission Trip in Winnebago Pastmults, SHs
Presbytery

Come and be part of 2010 Presbyterian Senior Maith Group!

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP
WWYG will meet on February 0to make Valentines for their families and our Hxmend members. On
February 2% we will have a Movie Night at church.

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP
(check with Jill Stiller)

PRESBYTERIAN MEN'S GROUP

Presbyterian Men meet the second Saturday of eaathnfor breakfast and fellowship. All men of the
church are invited to attend. Come be part of élleviiship. Our next meeting will be at Omro Family
Restaurant Saturday February'i 8:00 a.m.




Tradition has it that Jesus preached it on thehnclrt
shore of the Sea of Galilee. In January of 1983
Jan and | traveled to Israel and went by boat to
Capernaum and stood in the ruins of the town’s
Synagogue. We visited the beautiful hillside
sloping down to the Sea where tradition has it
Jesus preached the Sermon. The natural acousti
made for a perfect outdoor auditorium. As we
gathered there, the sun shone through the clougs
leaving a painting of shadows and light on the
place where the crowds would have gathered tq
hear Jesus.

The Sermon on the Mount is our discipleshi
guidebook. It tells us how Jesus wants us, his
followers to live. It is a challenging, powerful,
and enigmatic statement of wonderful yet
mysterious aphorisms. What's more, Christ’s
Word in these chapters comes to life for us and
come to live in us through the working of the
Holy Spirit as we read and hear them.
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But let me warn you they are difficult and
dangerous. They are difficult to understand
because as we stand under their teaching they
have the power to transform our ways of living.
It's always difficult to accept change in our lives
Dangerous, because when taken seriously and jpu
into practice in daily life, they can lead us into
trouble and conflict with the world and our own
self centered nature. As one author has observed

“Anyone approaching the Sermon on the Moun
is wise to remember a saying from Mark Twain,
who was more honest about his troubles than nos
of us are about ours. He had heard people
complain that the Bible is hard to understand. Bulf
he said he was bothered more by the parts of the
Bible that he could understand than by the part$ h
could not understand.”

“This statement fits the Sermon on the Mount.
Occasionally, as we study it, we find ourselves
bothered by the first problem. We do not
understand, and we wish we might know with
certainty exactly what Jesus meant. But more

often the words are so clear that we can have|no
doubt about their meaning. Then the real
trouble comes, because we know what a charjge
they call for in our lives, and we hesitate to

make that change. We feel uneasy when we
face a description of ourselves as God would
have us be.”(The Sermon On the Mount by

Roger L. Shinn, United Church Press, 1962, p.5)

So | invite you to join us for worship Ash
Wednesday February 1at 7 p.m. for a hearing
on the Sermon on the Mount and Communion
Then join us for worship all through Lent, Holy:
Week and Easter to hear what Christ has to say
to us in His powerful and wonderful Word on
the Mount.

Lenten Blessings,

Pastor Ed

PRAYER CHAIN:
Let us keep the following members and friend
in prayer:

FOR HEALING: John SlussgiPastor Ed’s

brother),Karen Craig, Barb Otis, Bettie Nipko,
Ken Grant, Nelson Craig, Donna Matulle, Joan
Moon, Tricia Wright
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CONDOLENCES: Family and friends of Pastor
Bill Bowen, Michelle Stone, and Irene Haedt.

FOR STRENGTH AND SAFETY
Members of the military and their families

HOMEBOUND: Addie Keller, EImo Merry,
Marian Ginnow, Joan Moon, Marge Hellwig,
Mabel Lincoln.

To place someone’s name on the prayer chai
call Pastor Ed at 379-7692 or the church at 685-
2610. If no answer, you may call Rozanne
Werzinske at 685-6074.




SESSION NEWS:

The Session and Deacons met together as requineglinby our Presbyterian Book of Order. The
Deacons were thanked for the fine work they ddertministry of sympathy and service. Many
churches do not have servants who minister soffdliglto the homebound through monthly home
communion and visitations as do our deacons.

The congregation will be asked at the January 3iuAhMeeting to vote to reduce the number of
members on the Board of Deacons from 7 to 6. Treedi the board was increased several years ago
when our dinner ministry was begun. It's now beaumn that their work can be accomplished by six
people.

Cindy Doughty was elected Clerk and Treasurer @df®2and Sue Walther was elected Assistant
Treasurer. Auge thank youto Sue for the tremendous job she has done asiterahese past
years! She will now take some well-deserved tinfe of

Session committee members for 2010 are as follddagninistration: Terri Groth, Jim Tritt, and

Sue WaltherCelebration: Lisa Baltes, Bryon Huebner, and Helen Jepbk@ssion: Cindy

Doughty, Jenni Keenan, and Eva Rausdirture: Chad Longworth, Jennie Longworth, and Ginger
Selle. Each of the committees should also includgnimum of two at-large members from the
congregation. Please give prayerful considerafiasked to serve on one of these committees this
year.

Memorial money from the Jerry Hellwig family haselbeused to purchase outside benches for the
church. They will be dedicated on Rural Life Sundagril 25",

Bob Walther and Bryon Huebner will share custodigies as a result of Joan Albright’s resignation
in December.

Come one, come all to tWii Bowling Tournament being planned by thieamilies First

committee at church, Sunday, February 8111:30. Mission Committee will provide the pigza
Families of all sizes are welcome — whether it'e on many. Watch for further information in the
coming weeks.

A special offering was authorized to aid the eawttlg victims in Haiti. The offering will be

received and dedicated Sunday, Januafybdt donations will be gratefully accepted at amget

The money will be sent to Presbyterian Disasteistasce which has already provided $100,000 to
Haiti from the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.

Lent begins this year with the observance of Halyn@hunion on Ash Wednesday, Februari} 47

7 p.m. Sunday services during Lent will featueaitional sermons based on the “Sermon on the
Mount.” Wednesday evening worship services wilk&glaced byamily Nights starting with a

soup supper at 6 p.m. followed by the showing afo@itles of Narnia- the first half on March™

and the second half on March™.7

Session approved Pastor’s vacation February 1&l@érs and lay members will lead worship
Sunday, February 21.

“Souper Bowl!” Sunday is February7?Middle School student will collect cans of souglalollars to
be shared by the Omro Food Pantry and Father G@late 2 Be in Oshkosh.

Sunday school “One Great Hour of Sharing” coin lsankl be designated for the Haiti relief efforts.




LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE

ASH WEDNESDAY: Worship and Communion and starBefmon Series on the Sermon on the Mount. Sermon:
“Our Discipleship Handbook”

FEBRUARY 2f'1* Sunday in Lent: Self Development of People Wiprséd by our Celebration Committee
and Elders

FEBRUARY 28" 2" Sunday in Lent: SermoriBlessings and Happiness”
Matthew 5:1-12

WEDNESDAY EVENING MARCH ¥ Families First Committee will provide a simpleup supper at 6 p.m.
and we will watch the first half of the

“Chronicles of Narnia” movie together.

MARCH 7"3" Sunday in Lent: SermoriGod’s Good Law”
Matthew 5: 17-20

MARCH 14" 4" Sunday in Lent: SermortPrivate Sins”
Matthew 5: 21-28

WEDNESDAY EVENING MARCH 17 Families First Committee will provide a simplkeug supper at 6
p.m.and we will watch the second half of the “Chictas of Narnia” movie

MARCH 21°'5" Sunday in Lent: Sermdifaithfulness” Matthew 5: 31-37

MARCH 28" PALM SUNDAY “How to Love Your Enemies”
Matthew 5: 38-48

APRIL 1* MAUNDY THURSDAY *“Ancient Tennebrae Service” oight and Darkness at tables with
Communion.

APRIL 2" GOOD FRIDAY Sermon*True Righteousness”
APRIL 4" RESURRECTION DAY Sermon‘God’s Power”

| invite you to undertake the discipline of Worshipd Bible Study this Lent by reading the SermonthenMount
and coming to worship for our Series on the Serpthe Mount.




We will be participating in the One Great Hour dfafing again this year
during the Lenten and Easter seagtiease give generously!

For more than 50 years, Presbyterians have joingd@iristians

throughout the nation in supporting One Great HifuiBharing, responding

to Christ's love for all people by joyfully sharitigat love with people in

need. The refugee and the stranger have founddonddafe shelter; those
stunned by the aftermath of disasters have foulief eand help rebuilding; and communities seekimggike
control of their future have found partners in depenent.

The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyteriaagehgiven over the last half-century have enabled a
powerful witness to the love of the One who cana &l might have life more abundantly.

After deducting administrative costs (up to 5 pattand the costs of creating and distributing proomal
materials (roughly 5 percent), the remaining urglested gifts are divided among three programs as
follows:

Presbyterian Hunger Program (36 percent)

For ministries working to alleviate hunger and efiate its causes,

responding with compassion and justice to poortamyry people in local
communities, in the nation and throughout the wakiwell as ministries

addressing homelessness and affordable housingh be@e about the

Presbyterian Hunger Prograahwww.pcusa.org/hunger

Presbyterian Disaster Assistancé32 percent) For
disaster response and ministries with refugeesnLea more
about Presbyterian Disaster Assistaate

www.pcusa.org/pda

Self-Development of Peopl€32 percent)

For partnerships with groups of people who are egged by
poverty or social systems, who want to take chafdgbeir
own lives, have organized to do something about tven
condition, and have decided what they need to giwdduce
long-term benefits for themselves. Learn more alSalit
Development of Peoplé\t www.pcusa.org/sdop




Lord, when was it that we saw you? Matthew 25:37

On January 12, a powerful earthquake hit approxmaen miles from the capital of Haiti, Port-auffee.
An earthquake of this magnitude would be devagidtrany city, but in one of the poorest countiethe
Western hemisphere its effects are catastrophidiolt of people have been affected by this digaatel
tens of thousands — possibly hundreds of thousamdes feared dead. With many of the establishettesu
of safety and security demolished — church, schdwmispitals, and government buildings — surviveoes a
searching for signs of hope and help.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is already working in cooperation with our ecumenical partners
on the ground to provide emergency food, water, shelter, and medical supplies.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
As God’s people, we are called to stand in the “GAP” — Give, Act, Pray.

Give. Financial gifts are urgently needed to bring relief and continued hope for our brothers and
sisters in Haiti.

Act. Make Gift of the Heart hygiene kits and baby kits. Instructions on the PDA web site
www.pcusa.org.pda. For updates on the earthquake and the church’s response, please visit the
PDA Web site.

Pray. Join with others in lifting up the people of Haiti and those seeking to provide aid in this
critical time.

“God of compassion, please watch over the peophadtf, and weave out of these terrible events veosad
of goodness and grace. Surround those who havedfieeted by tragedy with a sense of your presard,|
and hold them in faith. Though they are lost irefjnmay they find you and be comforted; guide ua as
church to find ways of providing assistance thatif$i@&ounds and gives hope. Help us to remember that
when one of your children suffers we all sufferrdirgh Jesus Christ who was dead, but lives and thle
world with you. Amen.”

Thank You and Kudos
To Rev. Slusser and people SfRresbyterian Parish. Blessings to all as we naatbur path to unity in
Chirst. You have been in my (our) prayers. Thaokshe garden. Father Joe Mattern and Casa Esthe

OMRO AREA CLERGY ASSOCIATION (OACA)

Member churches of Omro Area Clergy Association (@A are St. Mary’s, Eureka Methodist, Grace
Lutheran, and First Presbyterian Omro. Our nexttimgevill be at Casa Esther on South Webster Ave. a
8:45 a.m. Thursday Februar&V Wwith Fr. Joe Mattern as host.

Watch the Omro Area Clergy Association’s TV prograithat’s Up in Faith” on our local cable — analog
channel 97 or digital channels 994 or 994.1.







