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From The Desk of Pastor Ed: 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Send the mail to the right address goes the saying, 
so:   
     Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You!  (Good 
News comes in 3’s) 
     Thank you for supporting the ongoing ministry 
of Jesus Christ through the worship, nurture, and 
mission of First Presbyterian Church, Omro in 
2009.  Thank you for continuing that support in 
2010.  Everything you give and do for Christ will 
serve His purposes. That’s why we never get 
discouraged for He has promised to be with us 

������������������ 
 �

Apple Fest News 
 
Watch the February newsletter for the 
first meeting for planning the 2010 
Apple Fest.  We need people not only 
for the day of the event but we need 
people for planning the event.  Please 
let Marsha Stilller (685-2938) know if 
you would be happy to help her out 
with planning this event.   We need 
everyone's help as this is one of the 
good money makers for the building 
fund and we would like you to be a 
part of this event.  
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always. www.omropres.com  
     Thank you for supporting the ministry of 
Winnebago Presbytery with your giving, prayers  
 
and service in the past year.  Pastors here like the 
late Ron McDuffie, Elder Darwin Lovell and I 
have had the honor and privilege of serving as 
presbytery moderators.  Now Ginger Selle has 
been elected and begins serving on the 
Committee on Ministry in 2010. Many elders 
have served as commissioners to Presbytery 
meetings in recent years.  Thank you for your 
service to Christ’s church.  
www.winnebagopresbytery.org  
     Thank you for supporting the Synod of Lakes 
and Prairies through your giving to the mission 
portion of our annual budget.  Our Synod 
connects all the presbyteries and local churches 
in Iowa, Nebraska, Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
South Dakota in governance, fellowship and 
mission with Jesus Christ.  Visit the synod 
website to learn more about our church’s 
ministry:  www.lakesandprairies.org 
     Thank you for supporting the world wide 
mission and connections of our Presbyterian 
Church through our denomination’s General 
Assembly. www.pcusa.org  
     As we continue to follow the Lord’s leading 
into the New Year that is before us called 2010, I 
want to thank you for fulfilling your Christian 
stewardship in this congregation and the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America (PCUSA).  The effect of our church’s 
ministry may not always be seen immediately, 
but in God’s time we can be confident that good 
fruit for the kingdom of heaven will develop. 
     As we begin a New Year and decade of 
ministry with the risen Lord Jesus Christ, I invite 
you to become more familiar with your 
denomination by exploring the website addresses 
above.  I know you will be amazed and 
encouraged to see what wonderful ministry is 
being carried out by many people at every level 
of our great Presbyterian Church. 
 
2010 Blessings in the Lord, 

Pastor Ed   

SESSION NEWS:  
�  Copy-ready reports to be included in the 

2009 annual report to the congregation are 
due in the office by Friday, January 22nd. 

�  Annual congregational meeting and 
epiphany brunch is coming Sunday, January 
31, 2010, following worship. 

�  Renewed membership in the Omro Chamber 
of Commerce for 2010. 

�  Called a special congregational meeting at 
the conclusion of worship January 10, 2010, 
to elect new elders. Installation of elders, 
deacons, and Sunday school coordinator will 
be held during worship on January 17th. 

�  We recently received information from 
Compassion International that Ricardo and 
his family have improved their financial 
situation such that he is no longer in the 
Compassion program. Thank you for your 
support of Ricardo these past few years. See 
his final letter elsewhere in the newsletter. 
We were given the opportunity to sponsor 
another Colombian child, but session 
decided not to at this time and will 
concentrate instead on local mission through 
our Pennies from Heaven offering.  

�  Session authorized a new committee  
“Families First” … chaired by Lisa Baltes 
and Jennie Longworth to brainstorm and 
plan activities and events for families in the 
church and community to help grow our 
church.  Watch for the exciting details as 
this committee starts its work. If you’re 
interested in helping, please contact Lisa or 
Jennie. 

�  Thank you to the family of Art Sullivan who 
is graciously providing a memorial to Art in 
the form of improved lighting in the parking 
lot. A new double (400 watt) light will 
replace the existing light and will be 
dedicated at a future date. Art was well 
know as an electrician in the Omro area and 
provided electrical work at the old church 
and the manse. 

�  Upon the recommendation of Presbytery, we 
will be making another change in the 
procedure for counting offerings … we will 
require two people to count and are   cont. 
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Women’s Association News 
 
     The Women's Association packed 16 
containers of cookies and 2 fruit baskets for 
our church members and friends.  Many 
thanks to Jeanne Faust, Cindy Doughty, Jan 
Slusser, Donna Matulle, Grace Gosseck, Jill 
Stiller, JoAn Kolodzik, Doris Strehlow, Sue 
Allen, Ethel Benjamin and Sue Walther for 
providing cookies and Doris Wright and 
Ethel Benjamin for money donations and to 
Barb Bidwell and Marsha Stiller for 
providing fruit for fruit baskets and candy 
for the cookie containers.  To Grace 
Gosseck, Doris Strehlow, JoAn Kolodzik, 
Cindy Doughty, Sue Walther, Marsha Stiller 
for packing the cookies and fruit basket and 
to ALL OF YOU that helped distributing 
them.  Special "Thank you" to Sue Walther 
for opening up her home so that we could do 
the cookie pack along the great fellowship 
we all had after the pack.  Cookies were 
good!!!  
     There were a total of sixty-five 2010-
2011 pocket calendars sold! 
 
  

    …………continued from page 2 
                                        
�  therefore asking for volunteers to help Cindy 

on Monday mornings. It will usually take 
only about one half to one hour. Please talk to 
Cindy if you can help and she will put a 
schedule together. Thanks! 

�  After serving as custodian for 15 years, Joan 
Albright has submitted her resignation. Thank 
you, Joan, for your many years of dedicated 
service to the church.  The Administration 
Committee will be taking applications from 
church members for this position. A job 
description is available at the Church office. 
The compensation for this position is $45.00 
per week. If you are interested, please contact 
Terri Groth at tvgroth@bemis.com or at 920-
420-5529. The Building and Grounds 
Committee will take over responsibility for 
cleaning the church until the position is filled. 

�  Will be checking First Aid kits to be sure they 
are up to date and contain the proper 
equipment. 

�  Received a $25 donation from the Omro 
Driftbusters Snowmobile Club that has been 
turned over to the Food Pantry. 

�  Endorsed Lisa Baltes’ application for the 
Trained Lay Pastor program of Winnebago 
Presbytery. The application will be sent to the 
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry for their 
review and action. There is no training 
program currently scheduled, but if 
Presbytery approves Lisa’s application, she 
would begin her training when a new class is 
formed. Please pray for and encourage Lisa as 
she takes on this challenge. 

�  Thank you to the crew who spent many hours 
cleaning and waxing the floors recently – 
Jerry Allen, Bryon Huebner, Tom and Nancy 
Jackson, Gordon Stiller, and Bob Walther. 
The floors look beautiful. Thank You! Let’s 
do our best to keep them that way! 

�  Thanks to Bryon Huebner, Lisa Baltes, 
Brenda Beck, and Scott Rupnow for their 
work on the Session. They will be completing 
their terms when the new elders are installed 
January 17th. 

�

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S GROUP 
MEETS: 
Our next meeting will be on January 9th at 
8:00 a.m. at the Omro Family Restaurant. 
John Buttke will talk to the group about 
“Sturgeon for Tomorrow.”  Join us and invite 
a neighbor. Presbyterian Men meet the 
second Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. 
for breakfast and fellowship.  All men of the 
church are invited to attend. Come be part of 
the fellowship! 
 
 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY YOUTH 
GROUP 
WWYG meets January 13th to go ice skating 
at the YMCA.  On January 27th we meet to 
sled at Tower Hill in Omro.  Meet at the 
church after school to car pool rides to these 
events!  All 3rd through 8th graders are 
welcome! 
�
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OMRO AREA CLERGY 
ASSOCIATION (OACA) 
 
 
Member churches of Omro Area Clergy 
Association (OACA) are St. Mary’s, Eureka 
Methodist, Grace Lutheran, and First 
Presbyterian Omro. Our next meeting will be at 
8:45 am January 7th at Eureka Methodist Church  
 
Watch the OACA’s TV program “What’s Up in 
Faith”  on our local cable. The show can be seen 
on Analog channel 97 or Digital channels 994 or 
994.1.  
 

PRAYER CHAIN:    
 
     Let us keep the following members and 
friends in prayer: 
FOR HEALING:  John Slusser (Pastor Ed’s 
brother), Michelle Stone, Karen Craig, Barb 
Otis, Bettie Nipko, Ken Grant, Nelson Craig, 
Karol Edgil, Bill Bowen, Donna Matulle. 
CONDOLENCES:  Family and friends of Freda 
Hellwig, Lola Krueger, and Margie Ellis 

FOR STRENGTH AND SAFETY:  Members 
of the military and their families 
HOMEBOUND:  Addie Keller, Elmo Merry, 
Marian Ginnow, Joan Moon, Marge Hellwig, 
Irene Haedt, Mabel Lincoln. 
 
If you would like to place someone’s name on 
the prayer chain, you may call Pastor Ed on his 
cell at 379-7692 or at church at 685-2610.  If 
you are unable to reach him, you may call 
Rozanne Werzinske at 685-6074. 
 

PRESBYTERY NEWS 
 
     Next Presbytery Meeting is 
Saturday, February 13th at 
First Presbyterian Church, 
DePere, WI  
 
DID YOU KNOW THE 
CHURCH NOW HAS A 
FACEBOOK PAGE? 
 
TIME TO REGISTER 
FOR  YOUTH 
TRIENNIUM 
The Presbyterian National 
Youth Triennium is scheduled 
for July 20-24, 2010 at Purdue 
University, but NOW is the 
time to express interest in 
attending.  
 
Begin the registration process 
by downloading the 
Triennium Application Form 
from the Presbytery website 
(www.winnebagopresbytery.o
rg), complete and mail the 
form to Loni McCormick, 
Registrar, by January 25, 
2010. 

If you want to learn more 
about 2010 Triennium, go the 
national website at 
www.presbyterianyouthtrienni
um.org.  
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WWYG meets January 13th to 
go ice skating at the YMCA.  
On January 27th we meet to 
sled at Tower Hill in Omro.  
Meet at the church after 
school to car pool rides to 
these events!  All 3rd through 
8th graders are welcome! 
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     Our study of “The Sermon 

on the Mount” continues in 
2010.  We will meet on 
January 6th and 20th at the 
church from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
Join us! 
 
 

Interested in joining the 
Church?  Call the office 
for information. 
 
COVENANT 
RENEWAL AND 
CHILI SUPPER AT ST. 
MARY’S  
On Monday, January 25th, we 
will meet at St. Mary’s Church 
for worship and fellowship at 
6 p.m. to renew the covenant 
our two churches entered into 
13 years ago! Come be part of 
the celebration! 
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NEWS FROM RICARDO …  
     Dear Mission Committee First Presbyterian Church, 
May the peace from God be with you! Leyla Salcedo is writing to you. I am the specialist at programs. 
Ricardo is not writing to you because he has many school activities and his mother does not know how to 
read and write. The boy thanks you all the support gotten from you during all this time, thanks to it, they 
could buy part of their house, he was benefited with school reinforce, medical assistance, he knew to Jesus 
and learned many values. We tell you that the economic situation of his family improved a lot, so that the 
boy and his family encourage you to sponsor another child in the same conditions of poverty that he had 
when you began to sponsor him. He made a drawing and a bracelet for you. He says good bye with much 
gratefulness. 
Ricardo Montalvo Pacheco 
�
Thanks and Kudos 
     The family of Betty Jackson would like to thank everyone for their cards, thoughts, and prayers during a 
difficult time in our lives.  A special thank you to the women's group for the wonderful luncheon.  Thank 
you to Pastor Slusser for the wonderful service provided and the comforting prayers.  May God bless you.  
Thank you, Betty Jackson Family 
 
To The Women’s Association, 
     Thank you so much for the lovely box of cookies.  Marv and I have tasted some and they are so good.  
I’m sure our son Mike will also enjoy the special cookies since the ones I made are from Festival buckets. 
Donna and Marv Matulle 
 
To Our Church Family, 
     We are so thankful for all of you.  Thanks for all of your prayers, cards, and food.  It has been a long two 
months and will be longer.  It is very slow healing and Marv is getting very good at wrapping the foot. 
Donna and Marv Matulle 
  
Thanks to the Wonderful Wednesday Youth Group for your beautiful singing.  We were surprised and very 
pleased.  Thanks also for the card.  You had a wonderful group out and it was great to see all the smiling 
faces.  Donna and Marv Matulle 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Sunday – Thursday:  8:30 a.m. to Noon. 
Monday – Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 4 or 5 p.m. 
Evening and Saturday meetings as indicated in Newsletter. 
In case of emergency or if you would like Ed to visit you, call the office: 685-2610 or Pastor Ed’s Cell:  920-
379-7692. Leave a message if no one is available. 
Friday is Pastor’s day off. 
 
SECRETARY’S OFFICE HOURS (Effective January 5, 2010) 
Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., except for when she has an evening meeting or choir practice. On 
those days, she will not be in until 1:30 in the afternoon. 
Friday: Variable – please call the office first. 
 
If you have questions for Cindy, please contact her in the office during these times. She would 
appreciate not having to deal with office issues when here to worship on Sunday mornings. 
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