
�������������	�

DREAM ACRES 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

November is Thanksgiving Month!  On cold 
fall days when rain comes a calling, I’m so 
thankful for a warm house, dry clothes, and hot 
soup and bread for lunch.  Jan and I started a new 
game in October after she got a soup recipe book.  
We pick out a soup for the week that we want to 
try.  She picks for one week and I pick the next.  
Then on the weekend we make a large pot of that 
soup together. I serve as her gofer (no, not golfer) 
and assistant in getting the pot, utensils, and 
ingredients for her.  She does the mixing and 
cooking.  (I had a little trouble making cold 
blueberry soup earlier in the fall when it turned 
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CONSECRATION SUNDAY IS 
COMING NOVEMBER 8 TH 
    
 
 Please plan to be with us for 
Consecration Sunday Worship, 
November 8th, when we show our thanks 
to God for Jesus Christ by making our 
financial pledges to the church at the 
close of the service.  We will then enjoy 
a wonderful Celebration Brunch to 
celebrate the results of our support of the 
church in 2010.  If you have any 
questions, please call the church. 
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 Newsletter Via Email 

If you would like to be added to the church’s cyber mailing list, please send your email address to the 
church at �����������	�
��
�
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WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
    Wednesday Morning Bible Study will meet once in November on the 4th at 9:30 a.m. at church. Join us! 
 
Fall Plant Give-Away 

The Deacons wish to thank everyone who participated in the annual plant give-away.  With the free will 
offering and home grown plants, we were able to deliver 63 plants to The Gathering Place campus ministry 
at UW-O.  When we delivered the plants, we were able to talk with campus minister Connie Weiss and she 
said that last year they gave away about 240 plants.  It is a way to meet students and introduce them to the 
different programs they offer and that many of the students that stop in for a plant come back to participate 
in the campus ministry.  She said that without donations like yours, they couldn’t continue the plant give-
away and to tell you that they are extremely thankful for your generous donations.  So, thank you! 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Poinsettia Order Form 
The Deacons will again be purchasing poinsettia plants to use in the poinsettia tree this Christmas.  To order 
a plant, please fill in the form and return it to the church office by Sunday, November 8.  Orders received 
after that date cannot be accepted.   
 
Please place my order for _____ poinsettia(s) at $11.00 each.  My check/cash for $_______________ is 
enclosed. 
 
Check One: 
 
_____   It is my desire to personally remove the plant(s) following the Christmas  
   Eve service. 
 
_____   It is my desire that the plant(s) be used by the Deacons in their ministry. 
 
In Loving Memory of:  ______________________________________________ 
 
Given by:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
      OR 
 
In Loving Honor of:  ________________________________________________ 
 
Given by:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Please write or print all names clearly, exactly as you want them to appear in the memorial bulletin. 
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out to be cold blueberry water…I drank it and 
enjoyed it anyway. � )   But back to the soup.  
So far, we have enjoyed Rueben Soup, Roast 
Beef and Barley Soup, Unstuffed Green Pepper 
Soup, and Potato and Kielbasa Soup.  What a 
happy time we have talking about our soup 
plans and eating our soup all week!  It makes us 
thankful all month to realize all the ingredients 
of our weekly soupcapades come from God’s 
generosity! 
 

Perhaps as you look over your life you will 

see how God has blessed you with good 

things too.  As we become aware of the free 

grace of God’s goodness in all things, we 

feel thankfulness start to simmer in our 

souls. 

 
How can we express our gratitude to God 

for all the wonders of life?  How for all the 

gifts of salvation and health in Jesus Christ?  

How for all the goodness of family, friends, 

neighbors, church and society?  How 

indeed? 

 
Blessings upon blessings, God has also 

given us the means to express our thanksgiving.  
God has given us music to sing, worship to do, 
prayers to say, and gifts to share.  Come and be 
part of the godly expressions of thanksgiving 
we will share in church this month.   
   

·  November 1 is All Saints Day when we 

will remember all those who, living 
before us, have given us this church and 
our faith in Jesus Christ.  They are now 
in heaven with the Lord and we want to 
rejoice in them.  We will receive 
communion and remember the 
communion of saints. 

 
·  November 8th is Consecration Sunday.  

This is our chance to put our money 
where our hearts, minds and souls are.  
We love the Lord and his church so we 
want to support it financially each year.  
Rev. Sarah Moore Nokes of our 
Presbytery Staff will be our guest 
preacher that day.  And don’t forget the 
awesome Celebration Brunch we will 
enjoy after worship at church! 

·  November 15th we will recognize and 
thank all veterans in worship for their 
sacrificial service to our country.  Please 
join us if you are a veteran. Join us for 
worship so we can thank these dedicated 
service people. 

 
·  November 22nd will be our Taize 

Thanksgiving Worship service at 9:00 
a.m.  Join us for this service of music, 
meditation, and grateful prayer. 

 
·  November 29th will be the First Sunday 

of Advent as we prepare to begin our 
journey together to Bethlehem and 
rejoice at the birth of the prince of peace 
Jesus.  

 
      Thanksgiving.   We have so much for which 
to be thankful.  From soup to salvation.  Come 
to worship this month and express the gratitude 
you feel welling up inside as you contemplate 
God’s goodness to you and your family over the 
past years.  See you in worship and church.   

Thanksgiving Blessings,                      
Pastor Ed 
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SESSION NEWS 

·  Date of Congregational Meeting changed from November 29 to December 6 at the close of worship. 
The purpose(s) of the meeting is to 1) receive the session-approved 2010 budget; 2) elect elders, 
deacons, and a Sunday school coordinator; and 3) approve pastor’s Terms of Call for 2010. 

·  Reminder to everyone – when doing work around the church, please put things away when finished – 
do not leave items where they don’t belong. 

·  Purchased a new DVD recorder for recording worship services as the old one was no longer working. 
·  Special services during Advent: 

o Bell Choir Christmas Program – Sunday, December 13 
o Sunday School Christmas Program – Sunday, December 20 
o Chancel Choir Cantata – Christmas Eve 

·  Developing a “contingency plan” in the event pastor or guest pastor are unable to be here for 
worship. 

·  Thanks to Jim and Norie Tritt and Tom and Nancy Jackson for hosting the WWYG hayride. 
·  Senior High Youth Group to meet November 15 to sign up for Salvation Army bell ringing. 

 
CHURCH GOLF OUTING A ‘HOLE IN ONE’  
     
The First Presbyterian Church of Omro held their First Annual Golf Outing on September 27 at Lake Breeze 
Golf Course and the event was “a hole in one” said Pastor Ed Slusser.  The event was also a celebration of 
the great Reformer, John Calvin’s 500th Birthday year.  His birthday was July 10th but Presbyterians are 
remembering it all this year.  Five foursomes participated in a scramble format and played a best ball format.  
There was a “Longest Putt” contest on holes 6 and 16.  After the golf everyone enjoyed burgers, brats and 
condiments at the clubhouse.  Raffle prizes were handed out at that time.   Everyone attending had a great 
time and we are looking forward to next year when we celebrate John Calvin’s 501st birthday year. The 
event brought in $470 for the building fund. Thanks to Scott Rupnow for organizing the event, for all the 
local businesses that provided great prizes, everyone who attended, and the staff of Lake Breeze who did a 
wonderful job hosting us. Until next year!   

                                HOLIDAY SMORGASBORD 

                                    Saturday, December 5, 2009 
Serving continuously from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 
Adults - $8.00  

Children under 12 - $4.00 
 

Tickets available at Debbie’s Hair House, The Cutting Corner, the church office, and the Stiller’s at 155 
Superior Street. 

 
Please purchase tickets by November 29th. 

A limited number will be available at the door. 
 

We can use YOUR help and lots of food donations, so look for the sign up sheets at church soon. 

 
Let’s all help support the Church Building Fund.  

Bring your friends and family and enjoy the food, camaraderie, and special musical entertainment. A variety 
of games and raffles will also be available. 
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WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY YOUTH 
GROUP 
 
WWYG will meet to tie-dye T- shirts on 
November 11th at 3:00 p.m. at church.  All 3-8th 

graders are invited to attend.         
�

OMRO AREA CLERGY 
ASSOCIATION (OACA) 
 
Member churches of Omro Area Clergy 
Association (OACA) are St. Mary’s, Eureka 
Methodist, Grace Lutheran, and First 
Presbyterian Omro. Our next meeting will be 
Thursday, November 5. 
 
Watch the Omro Area Clergy Association’s TV 
program “What’s Up in Faith” on our local 
cable.  The program can be seen on analog 
channel 97 for or digital channels 994 or 994.1.  
Please make note of the change!   
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
Let us keep the following members and friends in prayer: 

FOR HEALING:  John Slusser (Pastor Ed’s 
brother), Freda Hellwig, Michelle Stone, Bev 
Ginnow, Pat Fauk, Karen Craig, Marlene Lenz, 
Wayne King, Barb Otis, Irene Haedt, Donna 
Matulle, Bettie Nipko 
CONDOLENCES:  Family and friends of Helen 
Merry and  Betty Jackson. 
FOR STRENGTH AND SAFETY:  Members of 
the military and their families 
HOMEBOUND:  Addie Keller, Elmo Merry, 
Marian Ginnow, Joan Moon, Marge Hellwig, Irene 
Haedt. 
 
If you would like to place someone’s name on the 
prayer chain, you may call Pastor Ed on his cell at 
379-7692 or at church at 685-2610.  If you are 
unable to reach him, you may call Rozanne 
Werzinske at 685-6074.   
 �����������������
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   Our Presbyterian Men’s 
group will meet for breakfast 
at the Omro Family 
Restaurant, Saturday, 
November 14th at 8:00 a.m.  
After breakfast we will come 
to the church to prepare the 
Memorial Garden for winter, 
so wear your outdoor clothes 
and bring some tools for the 
task.  In case of rain we’ll see a 
video and discussion inside the 
church.  All men of the church 
are invited to attend. 

�

July 20-24, 2010 - 
PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH 

TRIENNIUM  
Every three years the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church and 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
in America gather thousands of 
Presbyterian youth and adult 
youth leaders together for 
worship, play, music, community 
building, and Bible study. This is 
known as the Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium  or PYT! 
PYT is for young people 
entering or completed high school 
(approximately age 14-19 years  
 

old by July 20, 2010). Adult 
Advisors must be 21 years of age 
by this date. A Work Crew track 
is available for college-aged 
young people who would like to 
apply to attend and volunteer to 
work behind the scenes. There is 
also a new Ambassador program 
for our more mature friends. For 
more information, search 
“triennium” at www.pcusa.org. 
We hope to see you all at 
Triennium 2010. 

The next meeting of 
Presbytery will be Saturday, 
November 14 in Merrill. 

Confirmation Class News 
  
 
Confirmation Class is preparing to help lead 
our Thanksgiving Taize Worship Service on 
Sunday November 22 at 9:00 a.m.  NOTICE:  
There will not be a Thanksgiving Eve 
worship service this year as in the past.  The 
class will also be attending the Governing 
Board Brunch and Consecration Sunday 
Brunch on November 1 and 8 to learn more 
about stewardship. 
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A TALE OF THE CHIPS AND THE MONKS 
      
Once upon a time there was a great clan of chipmunks who lived in a certain forest far away.  The King 
Chipmunk was very gracious, kind and generous to all the chips (the boys) and the monks (the girls) that 
lived there.  One day, his advisors advised Him, “Great King of all the chipmunks, you are so generous, kind 
and gracious we think it would be only right if we made a few simple rules for all the subjects of your forest 
to follow to show their thanks to you for your goodness.  Therefore we propose that as of right now we 
should publish abroad a notice that all chipmunks that enjoy the nuts of your woods, the waters of your 
streams, the skies of your heavens, and the air of your glades should come to chipmunk grove and say 
“Thank You, O Good King” four times a year.  And in addition, we advise that they should partake of your 
favorite food with you twice a year to show they love you.  And finally, we advise they should put a few 
acorns, the number to be at their discretion, into your “Nests to Help Others” that are placed in special oak 
trees around the kingdom to honor you.  In these three ways all the chipmunks of the kingdom will be helped 
again by your goodness by learning to express their gratitude to you for all your beneficence.” 
     The King Chipmunk was impressed by the advice of his advisors.  But at the same time he was 
concerned.  He asked, “But good advisors, what if some of the chipmunks don’t hear about the three ways to 
thank me?  And what if some don’t want to thank me in those ways? And what if others want to show their 
apprecia-tion in some other ways that are not included in the three ways you suggest?  For example, what if 
some say they show their thanks by giving acorn tops to the little chipmunks in the schools so they can do 
craft projects?  And what if others say they sweep the forest paths to show their thanks?  And what if they 
ask why those good deeds don’t count for another way to thank me? What then do we do?”   
     The advisors consulted.  They thought and they thought.  Then they said, “O King Chipmunk, the ways 
all the chips and monks say thanks should be the ways that please You first of all and not themselves first of 
all.  You have always said how you appreciated it when the chips and monks came and said, “Thank You” in 
person, came to your house and ate your special food with you, and gave some acorns to your “Nests to Help 
Others”.  We think what You want should be the way it works.  After all you are the King.”   
     The King Chipmunk agreed.  And so he told his advisors to publish the news throughout the woods and 
fields for all to hear.  He said they should post the notice of “Ways to Say Thanks that Please the King” on 
signs along the highways and byways.  And it was done. 
     And after awhile all the chips and the monks of the forest got the word about how the King wanted them 
to express their appreciation for all the King gave them.  And to this day, some do what the King wants and 
others do not.   
     But the King never gets upset or angry at the ones who ignore or don’t learn what he wants.  He just waits 
and keeps giving to all the chips and monks of his forest because he loves to be generous, gracious and kind. 
     Church membership in this church is a lot like life in that forest. 
 

COLOMBIAN PEACEMAKER VISITS WISCONSIN 
     Rev. Diego Higuita, Executive Presbyter of the Presbyterian Church in Colombia (IPC Iglesia 
Presbyteriana de Colombia) traveled to Wisconsin in October to visit churches of Winnebago Presbytery.  
Rev. Higuita is a member of the Peace Making Program of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
USA.  On October 7 Rev. Higuita met church leaders at Winneconne Presbyterian Church for lunch and 
discussion.   
     After the delicious meal, Diego told of peacemaking efforts the church is making in Colombia and the 
United States.  He started with a story.  “The forest was on fire in a certain place and all the big animals 
refused to help put it out.  They had many reasons.  They said they might burn their hands, get their coats 
full of dirt and smell smoky.  After hearing the excuses a tiny bird decided to put out the fire.  (continued) 
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He flew to the river and picked up one drop of water in his beak.  He flew over the fire and dropped it on the 
flames.  The large animals all laughed at him say, “You are a fool!  You can never put out such a great fire 
with such a little drop of water!”  And they derided him.  But the little bird ignored them and flew for 
another drop.  All the little animals of the forest saw what he did and decided to join him in his effort.  
Chipmunks, squirrels, monkeys and many others started fetching water to douse the fire.  After a long time 
and a lot of effort the fire was brought under control.”  Rev. Higuita observed that peacemaking efforts of 
the Presbyterian Church may seem like a drop in the bucket, but with God’s help and the inspiration of  
others, such drops can become a flood so the fires of conflict on earth will be extinguished. 
       The forty churches of Winnebago Presbytery in Wisconsin and Uraba Presbytery in Colombia entered a 
partnership of peacemaking with each other in December of 2003.  During the past 6 years leaders and 
members of churches in both countries have visited each other numerous times to build relationships and be 
peacemakers.  Members of Churches in America have trained as “accompaniers” and have traveled to 
Colombia to live with church members there as witnesses to peace.   

INVITATIONS FROM AROUND PRESBYTERY 
     Green Bay First Presbyterian will host a concert by musician, recording artist and story teller Ken 
Medema on Sunday, December 6 at 4 p.m. The theme for the concert is “God has a dream for our world.” 
A limited number of tickets are available for $10 by contacting the church at office@firstpresgreenbay.org 
or calling 920-437-8121. The church is located at 200 S. Ashland Avenue, Green Bay. 
     Ken, blind since birth, performs all varieties of music and is especially recognized for his skills at 
improvisation. He earned a Master’s degree in music therapy from Michigan State University and practiced 
for several years as a musical therapist. While thus employed, he began writing songs about his patients' 
lives, and they responded enthusiastically.  

     In 1973 Ken began a career as a performing and recording artist, recording albums for Word and 
Shawnee Press. In 1985 he founded Brier Patch Music, an independent recording, publishing, and 
performance-booking company with headquarters in Grandville, Michigan. Brier Patch creates musical 
expressions that celebrate all aspects of the human experience, with an emphasis on spirituality and such 
universal concerns as peace, justice, hunger, homelessness, and the environment. 

�
Wisconsin Interfaith Needs Response, Inc. 
   
Every day at WINR, we work to eliminate transportation problems for as many people as possible.  For the 
last 12 years WINR ministries have focused on meeting the needs of those trying to improve themselves 
through work.  The largest program through which we help the community is the Donated Wheels program, 
where vehicle are placed with low income families to help them get to work.  WINR is able to operate the 
program through generous gifts of donated vehicles.  Donating a vehicle to WINR gets donors the full 
Kelley Blue Book value on their tax deduction-a considerable advantage over other organizations accepting 
vehicles.  In order for WINR to serve more people in the community, we rely on grants and donations from 
various sources.  Recently WINR received a large government grant to begin the Loan Program.  However, 
the government will only give those funds if we come up with an equal match through money we raise on 
our own.  Now is the time to donate because every dollar you give for the loan program is doubled.  WINR 
needs donations from people like you in the form of money, cars, or valuable volunteer efforts to continue 
fulfilling our ministry and improving our community.  If you would like to help WINR, please ask your 
pastor or congregation office for a reply envelope, give a call at 920-236-0131, or send contributions to: 
WINR 808 N. Main Street P. O. Box 144 Oshkosh, WI 54903-0144.  All contributions received will serve 
families in our community.  Thank you and God bless, James Barthel, Chair, WINR Board of Directors. 
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